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 Why Not “Open Communion”?  

By Fr. John A. Peck 

Especially at the feast of Pascha (Easter) non-Orthodox Christians 
ask why they may not receive Holy Communion in Orthodox parish-
es. As painful as this refusal is, it is based on our understanding of 
the true meaning of the sacrament as revealed in Scripture and eccle-
sial experience. 
 
A few months ago someone sent me a posting from an Internet site 
that spoke to the issue of communion among various Christian con-
fessions. In answer to the question why a Protestant believer was re-
fused the sacrament at Easter in her boyfriendôs Catholic parish, the 
writer declared that non-Catholics do not believe in ñthe presence of 
Godôs body in the transubstantiated host.ò Therefore, 
 
ñThey cannot take communion.ò 
 
Then the writer added: 
 
ñThere is just one exception to this rule. Orthodox Christians (such as 
Greek Orthodox Christians) may take communion in all Roman 
Catholic Churches. The reason for this is that Orthodox Christianity 
also teaches the actual presence of God in the host.ò 
 
This widespread understanding of the matter is not accurate and 
needs to be corrected on several counts, theological as well as pasto-
ral. An entire tome could be written by way of explanation, but here 
are a few of the most important elements. 
 
In the next two columns weôll explore some others. 
 
In the first place, we need to acknowledge that many Protestant 
Christians (including many Anglicans) do believe that Holy Com-
munion offers them a true participation in Christôs Body and Blood. 
They may not articulate that belief as Catholics or Orthodox would 
like; but their faith in Christôs ñreal presence in the Eucharistò is gen-
uine and should not be disparaged or denied. 

      Continued on page  2 
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Continued from page 1 
Then again, Orthodox Eucharistic theology does not explain the change of bread and wine into the Body and Blood 
of Christ as a result of ñtransubstantiation,ò the teaching that the ñaccidentsò (visible properties) of the elements re-
main unaltered, while their ñsubstanceò or inner essence becomes the actual Body and Blood. Orthodox tradition 
speaks of ñchangeò or ñtransformation,ò (metamorph¹sis; in the Eucharistic Divine Liturgy metabal¹n, ñmaking the 
changeò) but always with a concern to preserve the mystery from the probings of human reason. It also speaks of the 
Body and Blood of the glorified Christ, making the point that our communion is in the personal being of the Resur-
rected and Exalted Lord, and not in the flesh and blood of the incarnate Jesus, torn and shed on the Cross. The incar-
nate Jesus and the risen Christ are certainly one and the same Person (ñJesus Christ is Lord,ò the apostle Paul declares 
in Philippians 2:11). But our communion is in the radically transformed reality of the risen Christ, who ascended into 
heaven and makes Himself accessible to us through the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit within the Church. 
 
Another point needs to be stressed. It is true that Orthodox Christians are considered by some Catholic priests to be 
eligible to receive communion in their parishes; but this practice is not formally sanctioned by the Catholic Congre-
gation for the Doctrine of the Faith (the Holy Office or Magisterium). On the other hand, the Orthodox Churches, 
united above all by their Eucharistic faith and practice, accept to communion only baptized Orthodox Christians, and 
then, theoretically, only when they have prepared themselves by prayer, by appropriate fasting, andðin most tradi-
tionsðby confession of sins. In addition, Orthodox bishops and other teachers make clear to their faithful that they 
can only properly receive communion from a canonically ordained priest or bishop within the context of the tradition-
al Orthodox Divine Liturgy (which includes communion taken to the sick). 
 
It is hardly enough, though, simply to state that the Orthodox do not teach ñtransubstantiationò (despite the termôs 
appearance in some of our liturgical books) and, if they are faithful to their tradition, do not receive communion out-
side of their own Church. There is also the crucial matter of ñecclesial identity.ò No Orthodox Christian receives Ho-
ly Communion in isolation. We are incorporated into a universal community of persons, both living and departed, 
whose common faith and practice unite them in the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church. Our existence in the 
Body of Christ, our ecclesial identity as Orthodox Christians, is such that we represent the Church in all that we are 
and do. If I defy the ordinances of my ecclesial tradition and receive communion in another Church, or as a priest 
welcome a non-Orthodox believer to receive the Eucharist in my parish, I am acting in violation of my own tradition, 
to which I have committed myself before God. And because of my solidarity with all other members of the Orthodox 
Church, I am implicitly involving them in my act of disobedience. 
The real issue, however, is not one of obedience or disobedience to rules and regulations. If the Orthodox preserve 
the sanctity of the Eucharist as a supreme obligation, it is because of the often stated truth that communion in the 
Body and Blood of Christ is the very end or fulfillment of Christian existence. It can not, for example, be reduced to a 
means by which to achieve ñChristian unity.ò (In any case, Church history has made it clear that sharing of Commun-
ion among Churches of conflicting theological teachings never results in lasting unity.) 
 
The Eucharist is life itself. It is the life of Christ that enables us to live our life in Christ. To participate in the Eucha-
rist as we are called to do requires our acceptance of a doctrinal attitude and commitment that is specifically 
ñorthodox,ò grounded in the Scriptures and transmitted through the ages under the guidance and inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit. It requires as well acceptance of an ascetic discipline, which includes personal prayer, liturgical celebra-
tion, fasting, confession of sins, and acts of charity: the ingredients of a life of repentance and of an ongoing quest for 
holiness. And it requires that we honor our particular ñecclesial identity,ò together with submission to ecclesial au-
thority represented above all by our bishops: persons canonically ordained and established, who are called by their 
actions and teachings to preserve and transmit the truth of the Orthodox faith while maintaining a bond of unity with-
in the Body of Christ. A unity grounded not in power but in mutual respect and fraternal love, shared by all members 
of the Church. 
 
From this perspective, ñopen communionòðthe welcoming of non-Orthodox to share in the Eucharistic celebra-
tionðis simply not possible without undermining the very meaning of the sacrament. This implies no par-
ticular judgment on the Eucharistic services of other Churches. It acknowledges rather that for the Ortho-
dox, the Divine Liturgy is what the name implies. It is both the means and the end of Christian existence, an 
existence which arises from Orthodox faith, ongoing repentance, ascetic discipline, ecclesial identity and 
works of love. 
 
To those who accept this ñOrthodox Way,ò the Eucharist offers a true participation in the very Life of the 
risen and glorified Christ, just as it offers the forgiveness of sins, the healing of soul and body, and a fore-
taste of the heavenly Banquet in the eternal presence of God. 
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̊ͭ͊ ;͍͔ͦͯ͟ ͔͒͊͞ ͍͔ͪ͊Κ 

˹͔͍͙͊ͫͤͦ͘ ͦ͒ ͎ͭͦ͊ ͒͊ ͙͡ ͔ͫ ͔ͫͨͪͣ͊ͣͦ ͒͊ ͔ͫ ͍͙͋͊ͣͦ ͙͙͙ͣͫͦͤ͊ͪͫͣ͟ ͪ͊͒ͦͣ ͙͙͡ ͔ͤ – ͊ͦ͟ ͔͔ͫ͋ 

ͫͣ͊ͭͪ͊ͣͦ ͍͍͙ͨͪ͊ͦͫ͊ͤͣ͡ ͻ͙ͪ΄ΐ͙͊ͤͣ͊ ͔ͭͪ͋͊ ͒͊ ͫͻ͍͙͊ͭͣͦ ͔͒ͤͯ͞ ͨͪͦͫͭͯ ͙͙ͫͭͤͯΥ ˿͍͔ͭͦ ˽͙ͫͣͦ ͙͔ͤ͞ 

ͤ͊΄͊ ͙͍ͨͪ͊ͭͤ͊ ͍͙ͫͦͤ͊͞Φ ˿͍͊ͦ͟ ͦ͒ ͤ͊ͫ ΐ͔ ͤ͊ ˿ͭͪ͊΄ͤͦͣ ˿ͯ͒ͯ ͙͒͊ͭ ͎͍ͦ͒ͦͦͪ – ͒͊ ͙͡ ͫͣͦ ͙ͤ͊͘͡ ͙̆ͪͫͭ͊ ͙ 

͍͙ͫͦͣ͞ ͙͍͗ͦͭͦͣ ͍͔ͨͦͫ͒ͦ;͙͙͡ ͦ ˺͔ͣͯ ͙͙͡ ͫͣͦ ͔ͫΣ ͔͋͘ ͙ͦ͋ͪ͊͘ ΄ͭͦ ͫͣͦ ͙͙͙ͨͪͣ͡ ˿͍͔ͭͦ ˴ͪ΄͔͔ͭͥΣ 

͍͙ͫͦͣ͞ ͙͍͗ͦͭͦͣ ͔͙ͦ͒ͪ͟͡ ˺͔͎͊Φ 

˴͊ͦ ΄ͭͦ ͔ͤ͊ͭ͘Σ ͯ ˢ͔͙ͣͪͼ͙ ͔͞ ͙͋͊͡ ͔͔ͨͪ͒ͯͭ͊͘ ͙ͦ͋ͤ͊͘͢ ͙͙ͣͫͦͤ͊ͪͫ͊͟ ͔͒͊ͭͤͦͫͭ͡ ͒͊ ͔ͫ ͯ ͭͯ ͔ͣͯ͘͢ 

͔͔͒ͦͤͫ ˽͍͍͔ͪ͊ͦͫ͊͢͡Φ ˥͍͙ͦͦͪͣ ͫ͊͒͊ ͦ ͔ͪͦͣͦͤ͊͞ͻͯ ˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙ͣͯ ˾ͦͯͯ͘Φ ˨ͦ ͙ͨͪͣ͊ͥ͊ ͣͦͤ͊΄͎ͦ͟ ͙͎ͨͦͫͭͪ͊ 

ͦͭ͊ͼ ˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙ͣ ͔͞ ͙͋ͦ ͔ͨͪͦͭͫͭ͊ͤͭΦ ͍̊ͦͦ͊ͦ͟͡ ͔ͫ ͤ͊ ͔͙ͤͦͦ͟͟͡ ͙͍͔͙͔ͯͤͪͭͭ͊͘ ͯ ˢ͔͙ͣͪͼ͙ ͊ ͙͊ͭͣ͘ ͊͘ ͔͔ͫ͋ 

͙ͦͭͪͦ͟ ˽͍͍͔ͪ͊ͦͫ͊͢͡Σ ͭ͊;͙͔ͤ͞Σ ˽͍͍͔ͪ͊ͦͫ͊͢͡ ͔ͫ ͙ͦͭͪͦ͟͡ ͔ͥͣͯΦ ˥͔ͦͪΐ͙ ͍͔ͪͦͣΣ ͦͤ ͔͞ ͔͔ͨͦ͗ͦ͡ ͒͊ ͭ͊͞ 

͎͒ͪ͊ͦͼ͔͙ͤ ͙͔͋ͫͪ ͔͙ͨͦ͒͡ ͫ͊ ͎͙͒ͪͯͣ͊Φ ˽ͦ;͔ͦ͡ ͔͞ ͍ͦ͊ͦ͟Φ 

˨͍͊ ͣ͊͒͊͡ ;͍͔ͦ͊͟Σ ͋ͯ͒ͯΐ͙ ͦͭ͊ͼ ˥͔ͪͣ͊ͤ ό˽ͦ͒ͣͦ΄͔͙ͤͫ͟ύ ͙ ͦͭ͊ͼ ˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙ͣ ό˾ͦͯ͘ύ ͙͍͔͙͗͡ ͫͯ ͯ ͔͒ͤͦͣ͞ 

ͦ͒ ͙͔͙͋ͪ͊ͤ͡͡ͻ ͼ͔ͤͭ͊ͪ͊ ˢ͔͙͔ͣͪ͟Φ ͍̂ͨͪ͊ͦ ͭ͊ͣͦΣ ͤ͊ ͙͍͔͙͔ͯͤͪͭͭͯ͘ ˣ͔͙ͪ͟͡ ͙ͦ͟͞ ͔ͫ ͙ͤ͊͊͘͡ ͯ 

˴͙͊͡ͺ͙͙ͦͪͤ͞ ͙ͦͤ ͫͯ ͙ ͔ͪ΄͙͙͡ ͒͊ ͨͦ;ͤͯ ͍ͫͦͯ͞ ͔͒͊ͭͤͦͫͭ͡ ͒͊ ͙͋ ͙ͨͦ͊͊͘͟͡ ͔ͨͦͭͯ͡ ͍͍͔ͨͪ͊ͦͫ͊ͤ͡ ͍͔͔ͪ 

͍͙ͫͣ͊ ͙ͦ͟͞ ͔͔͗͡ ͒͊ ͔͞ ͍͙͔͒Φ ˩͍ͦ ΄ͭ͊ ͫͯ ͙͙ͯͪ͊͒͡Φ ˹͊ ͎͍͊ͤͦͣ͡ ͯ͊ͯ͘͡ ͙͍͔͙͔ͯͤͪͭͭ͊͘ ͙ͤ͊͊͘͡ ͔ͫ ͍͔͙͙͟͡ 

ͨ͊ͭͦ͡ ͔ͨͪͦ͟ ͎ͦ͊͟ ͔͞ ͙ͨͪͦ͊ͦ͘͡͡ ͍͔͍ͫ͊ͦ͒ͤͤͦ͟ ΄͔͔͔͒ͫͭ͘ ͻ͙͊͒͊͢ ͔ͫͭͯ͒ͤ͊ͭ͊Φ ˳͔͎͒ͤͦ ͯͭͪ͊͞ ͫͯ ͦͭ͊ͼ 

˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙ͣ ͙ ͦͭ͊ͼ ˥͔ͪͣ͊ͤ ͙͊͘΄͙͡ ͤ͊ ͔͙ͫͪ͒ͤͯ ͨ͊ͭͦ͊͡Σ ͍͙͙ͨͦͫͭ͊͡ ͍͔͒ ͙ͫͭͦ͡ͼ͔ ͙ ͫͭͦΦ ˹͊ ͫͭͦ ͫͯ ͍͙͙ͫͭ͊͡ 

͙ͦͤͯ͟ ˿͙͔ͨ͊ͫͭ͊͢Σ ͔͙ͫ͡ ͙ ͍͙͙ͤ͊ͫͭ͊͡ ͒͊ ͔͔ͫ͒ ͯ ͙ͭ΄͙͙ͤΣ ͎͍ͪ͊ͦ͊ͪ͊ͯ͘͞ΐ͙ ͫ͊ͣͦ ͫ͊ ͙ͯ͒ͣ͊͢ ͙ͦ͟͞ ͙͋ 

͙ͨͦ͊͊͘͟͡ ͙͔͔͍͔ͤͭͪͫͦ͊ͥΦ 

˭͊ ͍͋ͯ͊ͤͦ͟͡ ͔ͨͭ ͎͙ͦ͒ͤ͊ ͙ͥͻ͍͔ͦ ͔͙͒͊ͭͤͦͫͭ͡ ό͙ͦͤ ͫͯ ͍ͦͦ ͙͙ͪ͊͒͡ ͊͘ ͍͔͔ͪͣ ΄͔ͦͫ͟͟͡ ͎͙͔ͦ͒ͤύΣ ͊ͦ͟͟ ͙ͣ ͔͞ 

͙ͨͪ;͊ͦ ͫ͊ͣ ͦͭ͊ͼ ˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙ͣΣ ͦͦ͟ ͔͍͔͒ͭ ͻ͙͊͒͊͢ ͙ͯ͒͢ ͔͞ ͙͙ͨͪͣͦ͡ ˽͍͍͔ͪ͊ͦͫ͊͢͡ ͙ ͙ͪͫͭͦ͟͡ ͔ͫΦ ˿͍͔ ͭͦ ͔ͫ 

͎͙͒ͦͦ͒ͦ͡ ͊͘ͻ͍͊ͯͯ͢͞ΐ͙ ͔ͭͦͣ ΄ͭͦ ͫͯ ͙ͦͤ ͯ ͍ͦͦ͞ ͍͙͒ͦ͞ͼ͙ ͙ͣ͊͒͡ͻ ͙ͯ͒͢ ͍͙͔͙͒͡ ͙͍̆ͪͫͭͦ ͙͟͡Φ ́ͦ ͦ 

͔ͤ;͔ͣͯ ͎͍͙ͦͦͪΦ 

˹͊ ͎͙͒ͪͯͣ ͔͙ͣͫͭͣ͊ ͙͍͔͙͔ͯͤͪͭͭ͊͘ ͙ͦͯͨ͊͟͢͡ ͫͯ ͔ͫ ͙͙͋ͯ͒ͫͭΣ ͙ͣͦͪͣͦͤΣ ͙ͪ͊͘͡;͙͔ͭ ͔͙͙͊ͭͫͭ;͔͟ 

͎͙ͦͪ͊ͤ͊͘ͼ͙͔͞Φ ˽͔͙ͪͦͭͫͭ͊ͤͭ ͫͯ ͍͙͊͘͡Υ α˥ ͦͫͨͦ͒ ͍͊ͫ ͙ͯ͋͢Φ ˨ͦΏ͙͔ͭΣ ˮͫͯͫ ͍͊ͫ ͙ͯ͋͢Ηά ˻ͭ ͊ͼ ˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙ͣ ͙ 

ͦͭ͊ͼ ˥͔ͪͣ͊ͤ ͙ͤ͊͒͊͟ ͙ͤ΄ͭ͊ ͙ͫ͡;ͤͦ ͙ͤͫͯ ͙͙ͪ͊͒͡ – ͊͘ ͙ͥͻ ͔͞ ͭͦ ͙ͪ͊͒ͦ ͙̆ͪͫͭͦͫΣ ͙͙̉͞ ͔͞ ͙͟͡ ͤ͊ ͙͙ͦͤ͟ 

͙ͯ͒ͣ͊͢ ͎͍͙ͦͦͪͦ ͎ͣͤͦͦ ͍͙΄͔Φ 

ˮ ͔ͭͦ ͙ͣΣ ͊ͦ͟ ͍͍͙ͨͪ͊ͦͫ͊ͤ͡ ͙ͯ͒͢Σ ͔ͣͦ͗ͣͦ ͔ͤ;͔ͣͯ ͒͊ ͔ͫ ͤ͊ͯ;͙ͣͦ ͙͘ ͎ͭͦ ͙͔ͨͪͣͪ͊Φ ˸ͦͪ͊ͣͦ ͒͊ 

ͫͻ͍͙͊ͭͣͦΥ ͔͙͒ͤͦ͞ ˣ͎ͦ ͔ͣͦ͗ ͒͊ ͙͙͍ͨͪ͊͘ ͙ ͦ͋ͪ͊ΐ͊ ͔ͯ͒͢ ˿͔͙͋Σ ͊ ͍͔ͫ ΄ͭͦ ͙ͣ ͔ͣͦ͗ͣͦ ͒͊ ͯ;͙͙ͤͣͦ ͔͞ ͒͊ 

͔͙ͯͤͦͦ͟͟͡ ͎͔ͨͦͣͦͤͣͦ ͭͦͣ ͨͪͦͼ͔ͫͯΦ ˿͍͙ ͙ͣ ͔͊͒ͤͦ͘͞ ͔ͭͪ͋͊ ͒͊ ͔ͨͦͫͭ͊ͤͣͦ ͙͍͔̆ͪͫͭͦ ͔ͪͯ͟Σ ˺͔͎͍ͦͦ 

͙͡ͼ͔Σ ˺͔͎͍ͦ ͒͊ͻΦ ˿͍͙ͦͣ͞ ͙͍ͨͪͫͯͫͭͦͣ ͙ͣ ͔ͣͦ͗ͣͦ ͙͙͡ ͎͙ͦ͒ͯͪͤͯͭ ͔ͯ͒͢ ͦ͒ ͍͔͔ͪ ͙͙͡ ͙ͣ ͙͒͊ͭ ͫͦ͋ͦ͒ͯ͡Φ 

˸͔Ώ͙ͯͭͣΣ ͍͔͔ͫ͒ͤͦ͞ – ͔͒ͦ͡ ͦ͋ͪ͊ΐ͔ͥ͊ ͍ͪ΄͙ ˿͊ͣ ͙̆ͪͫͭͦͫΦ 

˴͊͒͊ ͫ͊ͣ ͔ͫ ͔ͫͯͫͪͭ͊ͦ ͫ͊ ͦͼ͔ͣ ˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙ͣͦͣΣ ͙ͨͭ͊ͦ ͫ͊ͣ ͎͊Υ – ˻;͔ ˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙͔ͣΣ ͒ͦ͟ ͔ͫͭ ͔͊͒ͤͦ͘͞ ͫ͊ ͦͼ͔ͣ 

˥͔ͪͣ͊ͤͦͣ ͔͔͙ͫ͒͡ ͊͘ ͙ͭͣ ͫͭͦͦͣ͡ ͙ ͙ͯ͒͢ ͍͊ͣ ͙͙͙ͨͪ͊͘͡͡Σ ΄ͭ͊ ͔͞ ͙͋ͦ͡ ͤ͊͞;͙͔ͯ͒ͤ͞ ͙͔ͨͭ͊ͥ ͔ͦ͟͞ ͫͯ ͍͊ͣ 

͍͙͙ͨͦͫͭ͊͡Κ ˻͎͍͙͒ͦͦͪͦ ͙ͣ ͔͞Υ – ˳͔͒ͤ͊ ͔͗ͤ͊ ͔ͣ ͔͞ ͙ͨͭ͊͊͡Υ αʕ ͙ ͻͦΐ͔͔ͭ ͒͊ ͔͔͊͗ͭ͟ ͒͊ ͍͙ͫ ͍͍͙ͨͪ͊ͦͫ͊ͤ͡ 

ͻ͙ͪ΄ΐ͙͊ͤ ͙͎͔͒͊ͯ͘͡͞ ͊ͦ͟ ͍͙Κά 

Continued on Page 4 
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Continued from Page 3 

ˮ ͔ͭͦΣ ͭ͊ ͔͗ͤ͊ ͔͞Σ ͎͔͍ͨͦ͒͊͡΄͙ ͙ͦͤͯ͟ ˿͙͔ͨ͊ͫͭ͊͢ ͦ͊͟͞ ͔͞ ͫͭ͊͊͊͞͡ ͙͔ͫͨͪ͒ ͙ͥͻ ͤ͊ ͫͭͦͯ͡ ͙ ͔͙͍ͯͨͦͪ͒΄͙ ͔͞ 

ͫ͊ ͙͎͔͒ͦͣ͘͡ ͦͼ͊ ˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙ͣ͊ ͙ ͦͼ͊ ˥͔ͪͣ͊ͤ͊ ͔ͪ͊͟͡Υ – ʕ͙ ͔ͤ ͙͎͔͔͒͊ͭ͘͡ ͊ͦ͟ ͍ͦ͊͞ ͍͔̉ͦ͟ ͤ͊ ͙ͫ͡ͼ͙Φ ˻ͭ͊ͼ 

˿͔ͪ͊ͺ͙ͣ ͔͞ ͙͔ͤͤ͊͘Ώ͔ͤͦ ͙ͨͭ͊ͦΥ – s ͊ͦ͟͟Σ ͨͦ ͍͊΄͔ͣ ͙ͣ΄͔ͥͯ͢Σ ͙͎͔͒͊ͣͦ͘͡Κ – ʕ͙ ͙͔ͣ͊ͭ ͭ͊ͦ͟ ͣͪ͊;ͤ͊ 

͙͡ͼ͊Σ ͙͎͔͔͒͊ͭ͘͡ ͊ͦ͟ ͎͙ͪͦ͋͊ͪ ͙ͦ͟͞ ͔ͪ͊͒ ͤ͊ ͎ͪͦ͋ͯ͢Φ 

ˬ͔͔ͦ͡ ͫ͊ͣ ͒͊ ͍͊ͣ ͙͙ͫͨͪ;͊ͣ ͦ͞΄ ͔ͤ΄ͭͦ ͯ ͍͔͙͘ ͫ͊ ͔͙͒ͤͣ͞ ͎͙͋ͦ͊ͭͣ ;͍͔ͦͦͣ͟ ͙͘ ˴͙͊͡ͺ͙͔ͦͪͤ͞Φ ˴͊͒͊ ͔͞ 

͙ͦ͒͊ͦ͘͡ ͯ ͔͒ͤͯ͞ ͙͙͡ ͎͒ͪͯͯ ͼ͍ͪͯ͟ – ͔ͥͣͯ ͔͞ ͙͋ͦ͡ ͍͔͔ͫ͒ͤͦ͞ ͦͦ͟͞͞ ͻ͙ͪ΄ΐ͊ͤͫͦ͟͞ ͦͤ͟ͺ͔͙͙ͫ͞ ͔͞ ͙ͨͪͨ͊͒͊͊͡ 

– ͔͋͘ ͙͔ͯͭ͊͘͘͟ ͔͞ ͫͯ͡΄͊ͦΥ – ˨͊ ͙͡ ͙͔ͣ͊ͭ ͊͊͊ͤ͘͘͟ ͔ͫͯͫͪͭ ͫ͊ ͍͔ͫ΄͔͙ͭͤͦͣ͟Κ – ˹͔Σ ͙ͤͫ͊ͣ ͔ͫ ͎͍͒ͦͦ͊ͪ͊ͦ ͊͘ 

͔ͫͯͫͪͭΣ ͙͊͡ ͙ͣ ͔͞ ͔ͨͦͭͪ͋͊ͤ ͎͍ͪ͊ͦͦͪ͘Φ – ˻ͤ ͔ͤ ͔ͣͦ͗ ͒͊ ͔ͫ ͍͙͙͒ ͫ͊ ͍͊ͣ͊ ͔ͪ͞ ͔͞ ͯ ͍ͦͦͣ ͔ͭͪͤͯͭͯ͟ ͔͊ͯͭ͘͘ – 

ͫͯ͡΄͊ͦ ͔͞ ͊ͦ͟ ͎͍ͦ͒ͦͦͪΦ ˣ͙͙͡ ͔ͫͭ ͯ ͙ͫ͡;ͤͦ͞ ͙ͫͭͯ͊ͼ͙͙͞Κ ˹͙ͫͯ ͎͊ ͙͙͙ͨͪͣ͡ ͙ͤ ͯ ͍͍ͨͪ͊ͦͫ͊ͤͦͣ͡ ͻͪ͊ͣͯΦ ˮ 

͔ͭͦΣ ͊͒͊͟ ͔͞ ͙ͯͣͪ͊ͦΣ ͔ͪ͊ͦ͟ ͔͞ ͍ͫͦͣ ͍͊͒ͦ͊ͭͯ͟Υ – ˿͍͊ ͍ͫͦ͞ ͍ͤͦ͊ͼ ͔͙͗ͣ͡ ͒͊ ͍͙ͦͫͭ͊ͣ ͍ͨͪͦͣ ͻ͙ͪ΄ΐ͙͊ͤͤͯ 

͙ͦ͟͞ ͊͒͊͟ ͔ͭ ͔͋ͯ͒ ͔ͫͪͦ ͔ͤΐ͔ ͔ͪΐ͙ ͙ͤ΄ͭ͊ ͙ͫ͡;ͤͦΣ ͍͔ΐ ΐ͔ ͔ͭ ͔͍͒ͤͦͫͭ͊ͤͦ͞ ͙͙͙ͨͪͣͭ ͙ ͙ͨͦͨͪ;͙͊ͭ ͫ͊ 

ͭͦ͋ͦͣΦ 

˹͊ͯ;͙ͦ ͔͞ ͍͎ͫͦ ͍͊͒ͦ͊ͭ͊͟Υ – ̂Ώ͙ ͯ ͙͋ͦ͡ ͙ͦ͟͞ ͻͪ͊ͣ ͯ ͎ͪ͊͒ͯΣ ͊ͦ͟ ͔͞ ͯ ͙ͨͭ͊ͥͯ ͙ͫ͊͋ͦͪͤ ͻͪ͊ͣΣ ͙ͨͭ͊͞ 

͔͙ͨͫͦͨ͊͟Τ ͊ͦ͟ ͔͞ ͙ͣ͊ͤ͊ͫͭͪΣ ͙ͨͭ͊͞ ͙͎ͯͣ͊ͤ͊Τ ͊ͦ͟ ͔͞ ͨ͊ͪͦͻ͙ͫ͊͟͞ ͼ͍ͪ͊͟ ͙ͨͭ͊͞ ͍͔ͫ΄͔͙ͭͤ͊͟Τ ͊ͦ͟ ͔͞ 

͔ͨͪͦͭͫͭ͊ͤͭͫ͊͟ ͎ͪͯͨ͊ ͯ ͙ͨͭ͊ͥͯΣ ͙ͨͭ͊͞ ͨ͊ͫͭͦͪ͊Φ ˽͍ͪͦ ͙ͦ͟͞ ͔ͭ ͔͔ͫͪͭͤ ͊ͦ͟ ΄ͭͦ ͙͋ ͔ͭ ͙̆ͪͫͭͦͫ ͔ͫͪͦ ͔ͤ͊͟ 

͙͔͒ͦ͋͞ ͣͦ͞ ͍ͤͦ͊ͼΦ 

ˢ͍͒ͦ͊ͭ͟ ͔͞ ͙΄͊ͦ ͙͘ ͻͪ͊ͣ͊ ͯ ͻͪ͊ͣ ΄͔ͫͭ ͔͔ͤ͒͊͢ ͙ ͙ͤ ͔͒͊ͤ͞ ͦ͒ ͍͔ͫ΄͔͙ͭͤ͊͟ ͙͔ͤ͞ ͻ͔ͭͦ ͒͊ ͎͊ ͙͙ͨͪͣ ͔͋͘ 

͙͍͊͊͊ͥ͊͘͘͟Φ ˢ͍͒ͦ͊ͭ͟ ͔͞ ͔͍ͨͪ͒ͫͭ͊͊ͯ͢͞ΐ͙ ͔ͫ ͎͍͙ͦͦͪͦΥ – ˳͊ ͫ͊ͣ ͫͯ͡;͙͊ͤ͞ ͙ͨͪͦ͊ͤ͘͟͡Σ ͨͪͦͫͭͦ ͙͋ͻ ͔͔͗ͦ͡ 

͒͊ ͎͍ͨͦͪ͊ͦ͊ͪ͊ͣ͘Φ ˻͎͍͙͒ͦ͊ͪ͊͡ ͫͯ ͣͯ ͒͊ ͔ͤ ͎ͣͦͯ ͒͊ ͎͊ ͙͔ͨͪͣΦ 

˸͔Ώ͙ͯͭͣΣ ͍ͭ͊͊͟ ͍͔ͫ΄͔͙ͭͤ͟ ͔ͫ ͍͙ͨͦ͊ͦ͞Φ ˻ͤ ͔ͫ ͍͊ͦ͘ ˨͎ͪ͊͊ͤ – ͙ͨͪͦͫͭ ͙ͫͪͨͫ͟ ͍͔ͫ΄͔͙ͭͤ͟Φ ˽͔͔ͭͤ͊ͫͭ 

͎͙ͦ͒ͤ͊ ͔ͨͪ ͎ͭͦ͊ ͔͞ ͙͎͙ͯ͋ͦ͘ ͎ͫͯͨͪͯͯ ͙ ͦ͒ ͭ͊͒͊ ͙͍͔͗ͦ ͯ ͊͋͊͘;͔ͤͦͣ ͔͒ͯ͡ ͎ͪ͊͒͊Σ ͙ͫͯ͗ͦ͡ ͯ 

ͨͦͯͪ͊ͪͯ͘͡΄͔ͤͦͣ ͻͪ͊ͣͯ ͎͔͒ ͔͞ ͙ͨͪͦ͟΄͍ͥ͊͊ͦ ͍ͪͦ͟Σ ͊ ͍͙ͫ ͙͍͙͒ͦ͘ ͫͯ ͔͙ͨͦͭ͊ͣͤ͡ ͦ͒ ͭ͊ͣ͊ͤ͊͞ ͙ ;͊Ώ͙ ͦ͒ 

͍͔ͫΐ͊Φ ˢ͍͒ͦ͊ͭ͟ ͔͞ ͨͦͯ͟ͼ͊ͦ ͤ͊ ͍ͪ͊ͭ͊Φ ˻ͭ͊ͼ ˨͎ͪ͊͊ͤ ͎͊ ͔͞ ͔͋͘ ͍͙ͫͯ΄͙ͤͻ ͔ͪ;͙ ͍ͨͦ͊ͦ͘ ͒͊ ͯΏ͔ ͙ ͙ͨͭ͊ͦΥ – 

˴͊ͦ͟ ͙ͭ ͎ͣͦͯ ͨͦͣͦΐ͙Κ ˽͔͙ͪ͒ͦ͗ͦ͡ ͔͞ ͎ͦͫͭͯ ΄ͦͯ͢ ;͊͊͞Σ ;͊͟ ͙ ͔ͤ ͙͍ͨͭ͊΄͙ ͎͊ ͦ͟ ͔͞Φ ˢ͍͒ͦ͊ͭ͟ ͣͯ ͔͞ ͔ͪ͊ͦ͟Υ 

– ˻;͔ ˨͎͔ͪ͊͊ͤΣ ͙ͣ͊ͣ ͔ͤ΄ͭͦ ͊͘ ͍͊ͫΦ ˻͍͙͍ͭͦͪ΄͙ ͙ͣ ͍ͪ͊ͭ͊ ͙ ͙͔͙ͨͪ͊ͭͫ͢͟͞ ͔͍ͫͯͫͪ΄͙ ͙͔͎͋͗ͥ͡ ͊ͦ͟ ΄ͭͦ 

͙͋ ͭͦ ͙͎ͫͯͪͤͦ ͙ ͙̆ͪͫͭͦͫ ͙ͯͪ͊͒ͦΣ ͍͙ ΐ͔͔ͭ ͫ͊͒͊ ͙͙͒ͦ͋ͭ ;͔͟ ͤ͊ ͔͔ͨͭͤ͊ͫͭ ͙͙ͣͦͤ͊͡ ͒ͦ͊ͪ͊͡Φ 

˭͊ ͍ͦ͊͞ ͍ͤͦ͊ͼ ͦͭ͊ͼ ˨͎ͪ͊͊ͤ ͔͞ ͔͍͙ͪͤͦͪ͊ͦ ͔ͤ ͫ͊ͣͦ ͻͪ͊ͣΣ ͍͔ΐ ͔͞ ͙͎͙ͪ͊͒ͦ͘ ͙ ͍͙ͤͦ ͨ͊ͪͦͻ͙͙ͫ͟͞ ͒ͦͣΦ 

˾͔͍͙͔ͤͦͪ͊ͥ ͙ ͙͎ͪ͊͒ͥ͊͘ ͔͞ ͦ͟΄ͭ͊͊͡ ;͔͙͙ͭͪ ͙͙ͣͦͤ͊͡ ͒ͦ͊ͪ͊͡Σ ͊ ͍͔ͫ ΄ͭͦ ͔͞ ͦͫͭ͊ͦ͡ ͒͊ͦ ͔͞ ͙ͪ͊͘͡;͙͙ͭͣ 

͍͙͒ͦ͋ͪͦͭͦͪͤͣ ͎͙ͦͪ͊ͤ͊͘ͼ͙͊ͣ͊͞ ͔ͦ͟͞ ͫͯ ͙͔ͣ͊͡ ͙ͨͪͻ͍͙͙͊ͭ͡΄ͭ͊ ͊͘ ͔͋ͫͯ͟ΐ͙͔ͤ͟Φ 

˻Φ ˨͎ͪ͊͊ͤ ͙ͣ ͔͞ ͔ͪ͊ͦ͟ ͭ͊͒͊ ͒͊ ͣͯ ͔͞ ˣ͎ͦ ͒͊ͦ ͍ͤͦ͊ͼ ͙ ͒͊ ͦͤ ͙ͯͣ͊͘ ͙ͦͤͦͦ͟͡ ͙ͦͦ͟͟͡ ͣͯ ͔͞ ͔ͨͦͭͪ͋ͤͦΣ ͊ ͒͊ 

͔͞ ͦͫͭ͊ͭ͊͟ ͍ͤͦͼ͊ ͔͔͗ͦ͡ ͒͊ ͔͙ͨͦ͒͡ ͫ͊ ͔͙͙ͨͦͭͪ͋ͭͣ͊Φ ́ͦ ͔͞ – ͔͍͊ͤ͞Ώ͔ͫ͊͟͡ ͎͍͔͋͊ͦͫͭ͡Φ ˻͍͊͞ ;͍͔ͦ͟ ͔͞ – 

͍͔ͫ΄͔͙ͭͤ͟Φ ˻ͤ ͔͞ ͨͦ͊͊ͦ͘͟ ͯ ͔͙ͫ͋ ͙͟͡ ͙͍̆ͪͫͭͦΦ 

˿ͻ͙͊ͪͻ͙͙ͣ͊ͤ͒ͪͭ ˳͙ͦ͊ͣ͟ ˽͊ͪ 
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 /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ #ÈÕÒÃÈ !ÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ    

             10/01/17ñ75                            10/08/17ñ92          

             10/15/17ñ78                                                                     10/22/17ñ82   

    10/29/17ñ105    Average - 86 

                         

Spomenkaõs Corner ( Parish Announcements) 

Big thank you to Goran Kurtuma & Robert Mocevic who organized a fund raiser 
lunch for Monastery Vitovnica on Sunday October 1st. $2,254 was raised! 

Choir will practice on November 12th after liturgy.  Also congratulations to our 
choir for their fantastic performance at the Focus concert on October 22nd. 

T-shirts from Serbfest are for sale in red, 5 XL and 3 XXL  t-shirts are available for $15.00 ea.     

Homemade items for sale from mother Makrina and the New Carlisle Monastery:                                
Honey small bottles $10 each                               Jam $8 a jar                                                                                                                           
Slivo $25 each                                                          Homemade tomato sauce  $8 a jar                                   
Icon prayer ropes $15 each                              Items are upstairs in office; check with Father.   

                  These items are made by the nuns to support the monastery operations.  

 Message From The Church Board President  

Dear Brothers and Sisters 

   By the end of October, we should be finalizing the church purchase of the property at 2054 Waverly Place. This 

property adjoins our parking lot and the storage building we own on Geyer Rd. We would like to renovate the home 

on Waverly and build a new facility on Geyer Rd which could be used for our SerbFest celebration and also other 

church events. 

    Orthodox choirs from the St Louis area came together and organized a concert/fund raiser at our church this year. 

This was organized for the benefit of FOCUS which provides necessities of all sorts for the under privileged in the St 

Louis area.  

    Lastly, our Kolo sisters celebrated their slava. This yearΩs celebration was honored with Igumania Makrina and sis-

ter Paraskeva and I would like to thank the kolo for their efforts in making this another wonderful event and all who 

participated. 

 Thank you to our Kolo ladies and organizers for another successful event. 

Respectfully Yours,  

Dragan Acamovic 

http://www.serbianchurchstlouis.org/photogallery.html
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The Reason Orthodox Christians Cross Themselves from Right to Left  
 

Orthodox cross themselves from right to left. First we will describe the mechanics of making 
the cross, then explain why it is indeed important that we make the sign of the cross correctly. 
 
Placing the cross on oneself 
 
1) We place our thumb and first two fingers together in a point and our last we fingers flat 
against our palm. The three fingers together represent the Holy Trinity ï Father, Son and Ho-
ly Spirit, and the two fingers in the palm represent the two natures of Christ. 
 
2) We touch our forehead, then our belly, tracing the vertical part of the cross. 
 
3) From our belly, we bring our hand up to our right shoulder, touching it. 
 
4) We finish placing the cross on our self by touching our left shoulder. 
 
The act of ñPlacing the cross on oneselfò is a request for a blessing from God. We make if 
from right to left to mirror the actions of the priest when he blesses us. The priest, looking at 
the parishioners, blesses from left to right. Therefore, the parishioners, putting on the sign of 
the cross on themselves, do it from right to left. 
 
Because the Lord separated the sheep from the goats, putting the faithful sheep on His right 
side, and the goats on the left, the Church always treats the right side as the preferred side. 
We only cross ourselves with our RIGHT hand. The priest, when blessing a person, first 
touches or points to their RIGHT side, then their left. Also the censing of the Holy Table in 
the Altar is always done from the RIGHT side first; censing of the Ikonostasis, the Congrega-
tion and of the Church itself always begins with the right side. The priest always gives com-
munion with his RIGHT hand, even if he is left handed. There are other examples of this right 
side preference. 
When a parent makes the sign of the cross over a child, they will cross them from left to 
right, just as the priest blesses. When they make the sign of the cross over themselves, they 
would do it, logically, the other way. 
 
The Catholic Encyclopedia states that in the Roman Catholic Church, the faithful crossed 
themselves from right to left, just as the Orthodox do, until the 15th or 16th century. They 
must explain why they have changed an ancient and apostolic tradition. We cannot answer as 
to their motivations. 
 
Is it important to cross ourselves a particular way? In a word, YES. We do not have the au-
thority to choose willy-nilly what parts of the Christina Tradition we want to follow. Our fa-
thers, and countless saints crossed themselves from right to left. Ancient icons show Christ or 
bishops beginning a blessing from right to left. The right side is referred to in a preferential 
way many times in scripture and our sacred hymns. What should we want to change? 
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    Kolo Korner 

Dear sisters in Christ, 

Just yesterday we celebrated our Kolo Slava, Sveta Petka, with our honored guests in attendance, mother Makrina 

and sister Paraskeva. It was a great honor to have them join us as we celebrated one of the most significant days for 

our Kolo organization. Congratulations to our Kuma  Snezana Grubisic who graciously excepted the role and she 

also had chosen Stephanie Milich as our new Kuma for next year. Congratulations Stephanie! 

To my sisters òSrecna Slavaó and I hope we can keep celebrating for many years to come! Thank you all from the 

bottom of my heart for your endless dedication and commitment to our Kolo, church and everything you do, for 

none of this would be possible without your hard work as well as those who came before us and started this organi-

zation and paved the way for us. I hope they are looking down on us and are proud of the work we are doing!  

Big thank you goes out to Djoko Korac who offered to be in charge of the kitchen and his kitchen crew and as a re-

sult we all enjoyed a delicious meal. Thank you to everyone who helped in any way from setting up, decorating, 

cleaning and for bringing delicious deserts for all to share. We all had a great time but I was a bit disappointed, 

quite a few sisters were not able to attend and I would have thought  this as be one of our special days for us to 

come together but I hope you are doing well and I hope to see you all very soon. 

And as always please pray and reach to our sick sisters and their families ! 

In Christ,  

Ljubica Acamovic  

Kolo president  

4ÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÈÏÕÒ ÔÅÁÍÓȦ 
October Coffee Hour Sponsors 

[ƻōŀƴ ϧ /ǊŀōǘǊŜŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ aŜƭŀƴƛŜ wŜƭƛŎƘΣ {ƘŀǊƻƴ ²ŀŘŜΣ tŀǘ 

[ŜƪƛŎƘΣ [ƧǳōƛŎŀ !ŎŀƳƻǾƛŎΣ !ƴŘƧŀ WŀƪƻƭƧŜǾΣ aƛǊƛƧŀƴŀ ¢ǊƛŦǳƴƻǾƛŎ 

Thanks to all who have supported coffee hour in the past few 

years.  It is truly a worthwhile ministry that provides an oppor-

tunity for our church family to gather together for friendship and 

fellowship after Divine Liturgy.  We have 8 teams  which will be 

responsible for setting up the Coffee Hour and providing a light 

snack for our parishioners and then cleaning up afterwards. 

Parishioners can still sponsor a coffee hour for a parastos or other 

special events. Please call the church office if you would like to 

schedule a date to sponsor a coffee hour. 

If you would like to create a team or join a team, please contact 

Kris Chkautovich at 314-574-4827 or krischk44@gmail.com.   

άCƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ aȅ ƴŀƳŜΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜǊŜ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦέ aŀǧƘŜǿ муΥнл 
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There are two misunderstandings about marriage which should be rejected in Orthodox dogmatic 
theology 

By Metropolitan Hilarion (Alfeyev) 
 

The love that exists between a man and a woman is an important theme in many books of Scripture. The 
Book of Genesis, in particular, tells us of holy and pious couples, such as Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Re-
becca, Jacob and Rachel. A special blessing, bestowed on these couples by the Lord, was made manifest in 
the multiplication of their descendants. Love is praised in the Song of Songs, a book which, in spite of all 
allegorical and mystical interpretations in patristic tradition, does not lose its literal meaning. 
 
The very attitude of God to the people of Israel is compared in the Old Testament with that of a husband to 
his wife. This imagery is developed to such an extent that unfaithfulness to God and idolatry are paralleled 
with adultery and prostitution. When St Paul speaks about marital love as the reflection of the love which 
exists between Christ and the Church (cf. Eph.5:20-33), he develops the same imagery. 
 
The mystery of marriage was established by God in Paradise. Having created Adam and Eve, God said to 
them: 
 
óBe fruitful and multiplyô (Gen.1:28). 
 
This multiplication of the human race was to be achieved through marriage: 
 
óTherefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become one 
fleshô (Gen.2:24). 
 
Marital union is therefore not a consequence of the Fall but something inherent to the primordial nature of 
human beings. The mystery of marriage was further blessed by the Incarnate Lord when He changed water 
into wine at the wedding in Cana of Galilee. 
 
óWe stateô, St Cyril of Alexandria writes, óthat He (Christ) blessed marriage in accordance with the economy 
(oikonomia) by which He became man and wenté to the wedding in Cana of Galileeô. 
 
There are two misunderstandings about marriage which should be rejected in Orthodox dogmatic theology. 
One is that marriage exists for the sole purpose of procreation. What, then, is the meaning of marriage for 
those couples who have no children? Are they advised to divorce and remarry? Even in the case of those 
who have children: are they actually supposed to have relations once a year for the sole purpose of 
óprocreationô? This has never been a teaching of the Church. On the contrary, according to St John Chrysos-
tom, among the two reasons for which marriage was instituted, namely 
 
óto bring man to be content with one woman and to have childrenô, 
 
it is the first reason which is the most important: 
 
óas for procreation, it is not required absolutely by marriageéô 
 
In fact, in Orthodox understanding, the goal of marriage is that man and woman should become one, in the 
image of the Holy Trinity, Whose three Persons are essentially united in love. 
 
To quote St John Chrysostom again, 
 
ówhen husband and wife are united in marriage, they are no longer seen as something earthly, but as the im-
age of God Himselfô. 
 

Continued on Page 9 
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Continued from Page 8 

The mutual love of the two partners in marriage becomes life-giving and creative when a child is born as its fruit. Eve-
ry human being is therefore to be a fruit of love, and everyoneôs birth is a result of love between his parents. 
 
Another misunderstanding about marriage is that it should be regarded as a óconcessionô to human óinfirmityô: it is 
better to be married than to commit adultery (this understanding is based on a wrong interpretation of 1 Cor.7:2-9). 
Some early Christian sectarian movements (such as Montanism and Manicheanism) held the view that sexuality in 
general is something that is unclean and evil, while virginity is the only proper state for Christians. The Orthodox tra-
dition opposed this distortion of Christian asceticism and morality very strongly. 
 
In the Orthodox Church, there is no understanding of sexual union as something unclean or unholy. This becomes 
clear when one reads the following prayers from the Orthodox rite of Marriage: 
 
óBless their marriage, and vouchsafe unto these Thy servantsé chastity, mutual love in the bond of peaceé Preserve 
their bed unassailedé Cause their marriage to be honorable. Preserve their bed blameless. Mercifully grant that they 
may live together in purityéô 
 
Sexual life is therefore considered compatible with ópurityô and óchastityô, the latter being, of course, not an absti-
nence from intercourse but rather a sexual life that is liberated from what became its characteristic after the fall of Ad-
am. 
 
As Paul Evdokimov says, 
 
óin harmonious unionsé sexuality undergoes a progressive spiritualization in order to reach conjugal chastityô. 
 
The mutual love of man and woman in marriage becomes less and less dependent on sexual life and develops into a 
deep unity and union which integrates the whole of the human person: the two must become not only óone fleshô, but 
also one soul and one spirit. In Christian marriage, it is not selfish ópleasureô or search for ófunô which is the main 
driving force: it is rather a quest for mutual sacrifice, for readiness to take the partnerôs cross as oneôs own, to share 
oneôs whole life with oneôs partner. The ultimate goal of marriage is the same as that of every other sacrament, deifi-
cation of the human nature and union with Christ. This becomes possible only when marriage itself is transfigured and 
deified. 
 
In marriage, the human person is transfigured; he overcomes his loneliness and egocentricism; his personality is com-
pleted and perfected. In this light Fr Alexander Elchaninov, a notable contemporary Orthodox priest and theologian, 
describes marriage in terms of óinitiationô and ómysteryô, in which óa full transformation of the human personô takes 
place, óthe enlargement of his personality, new eyes, new perception of life, birth into the world, by means of it, in 
new fullnessô. In the marital union of two individuals there is both the completion of their personalities and the ap-
pearance of the fruit of their love, a child, who makes their dyad into a triad:  
 
óéAn integral knowledge of another person is possible in marriage, a miracle of sensation, intimacy, of the vision of 
another personé Before marriage, the human person glides above life, seeing it from outside. Only in marriage is he 
fully immersed into it, and enters it through another person. This enjoyment of true knowledge and true life gives us 
that feeling of complete fullness and satisfaction which renders us richer and wiser. And this fullness is even deepened 
when out of the two of us, united and reconciled, a third appears, our childô. 
 
Christ is the One Who is present at every Christian marriage and Who conducts the marriage ceremony in the Church: 
the priestôs role is not even to represent, but rather to present Christ and to reveal His presence, as it is also in other 
sacraments. The story of the wedding in Cana of Galilee is read at the Christian wedding ceremony in order to show 
that marriage is the miracle of the transformation of water into wine, that is, of daily routine into an unceasing and 
everyday feast, a perpetual celebration of the love of one person for the other. 
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Saturday 

4 

 10:00 a.m.      Divine Liturgy – Memorial Saturday 

                           ˿͍͔ͭ͊ ˶͙͎͙ͭͯͪ͊͞ – ˭͊͒ͯ΄͙ͤͼ͔ 

4.30 pm             Vespers -  ˤ͔;͔͔ͪͥ 

Sunday 

5 

10.00 a.m.      Divine Liturgy 

                         ˿͍͔ͭ͊ ˶͙͎͙ͭͯͪ͊͞ 

Tuesday 

7 
5:00 pm             Vespers -  ˤ͔;͔͔ͪͥ 

Wednesday 

8 

10:00 a.m.      Divine Liturgy – St. Great-martyr  Demetrius 

                         ˿͍͔ͭ͊ ˶͙͎͙ͭͯͪ͊͞ - ˿ ͍͔͙ͭ ˤ͔͙ͦͣͯ͟͡;͔͙ͤ͟ ˨͙͙͙͔ͣͭͪ͞ 

Saturday 

11 
4.30 p.m.        Vespers – ˤ͔;͔͔ͪͥ 

Sunday 

12 

10:00 a.m.      Divine Liturgy 

                          ˿͍͔ͭ͊ ˶͙͎͙ͭͯͪ͊͞ 

Saturday 

18 
 4.30 p.m.      Vespers - ˤ͔;͔͔ͪͥ 

Sunday 

19 

10:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 

                        ˿͍͔ͭ͊ ˶͙͎͙ͭͯͪ͊͞ 

           Monday 

                20 
5.00 p.m.      Vespers - ˤ͔;͔͔ͪͥ 

Tuesday 

21 

10:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy - St. Archangel Michael 

                        ˿͍͔ͭ͊ ˶͙͎͙ͭͯͪ͊͞ -  sͪ͊ͤΏ͔͍ͦ͒͊ͤ͡ 

  

Saturday 

25 
4.30 p.m.       Vespers – ˤ͔;͔͔ͪͥ 

Sunday 

26 

10:00 a.m.     Divine Liturgy 

                        ˿͍͔ͭ͊ ˶͙͎͙ͭͯͪ͊͞ 

Tuesday 

28 

                                                                 ADVENT BEGINS 

                                                                 ˽˻̉˩́ˢ˴ ˽˻˿́ˢ 


