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In my Protestant years, | dabbled in a subculture of hip, intellectual Chris-

Parish Priest tians. They knew a bit of Greek, a dash of Hebrew, Jewish customs of the New

Rev. Father Ljubomir Krstic Testament era, and history and culture of the Judea region during the Roman rule.
Father’s Phone When studying the Bible, we would ask, What are the underlying Greek/Hebrew

SRR words used here? What is the sociological and political context? Who is speaking
and who is the audience? What are modern scholars saying about this passage?

Board President—

TWO UNSPOKEN CONFESSI ONS
Dragan Acamovic
Kolo President— Now that | am Orthodox, | do not engage in such activities quite as often. It is not

that those things are wrong. In fact, when one looks past the intellectual pride of

Ljubica Acamovic . . L .
unlocking and parading some unknown meaning in the text, these questions truly

Youth Ministry Leader- reveal an unspoken confession. Namely that we realize a literal, straight-forward
Nemanja Pandzic reading of the biblical text only reveals partial meanings. When one’s entire faith

Choir President— relies on the right understanding of a book, that can be problematic.

Risto Kekich I heard that in order to understand the New Testament properly, one must under-
stand the Old Testament. Since both were mostly written by Jews, one must un-
derstand Judaism. Therefore, as one can easily see in some Protestant theological
writings, there is an emphasis on the question, “How would an ancient Jew under-
stand this passage?”

Sunday School Director-
Snezana Grubisic

Stewardship Committee
Chair- Kris Chkautovich

Of course, what we didn’t want to admit was that the question posed is very sub-
Cemetery Manager-

jective, even with a great amount of education. How can a 21$tcentury American

Ljubomir Lausevich . . . . L
! honestly think that he can enter into the mindset of a Palestinian man living

Church Hall Manager- 2,000+ years ago? There was an assumption, at least on my part, that if | could

Z Kort . . . .
oran Rortuma enter into the mindset of an ancient Jew, many of the scriptures would have

The News of the Holy Trini- greater depth and meaning.
ty is sent out monthly.
Please contact Father Ljubo- Of course this reveals the other unspoken confession: we long for something

mir or the Church office deeper than the shallow explanations to which we have grown accustomed. We
with any suggestions for

future articles. All ideas are

certainly welcome In short, we don’t really understand scripture, we are longing for depth, and we
therefore turn to the oldest things we can think of: sociological, political, and lin-
guistic studies.

feel dissatisfied and we know there has to be something more.
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All of these intellectual pursuits reveal an honest desire to know the deeper things of the Bible, yet they lead to frustration be-
cause they are all intellectual answers to spiritual issues. Therefore, no matter how deep one digs, they will never find complete
satisfaction.

When Christians ignore the author of the Bible (the Orthodox Church) in favor of scholastic studies, they will find intelli-

gent sounding ideas, but it will not nurture much spiritual growth. The Church wrote the Bible and it best interprets it as well.
Church fathers have provided commentary on the scriptures since the earliest days. | was naive enough during my Protestant
years, in all of my research, to never consider turning to ancient Christians in order to find a fuller understanding of scripture. |
was aware that there were ancient writings floating around, but | figured they would be inaccessible due to being written during
a different era and that they would lack the enlightenment of modern scholars.

MY TURNI NG POI NT

Eventually, | came to the realization that there are deep truths in scripture that will not be understood by learning facts and
through scholarly endeavors in the sociological and political scene of ancient Palestine. Rather, the Bible must first and foremost
be understood through Christ and the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. Scripture contains spiritual truth that must be discerned
in a spiritual manner, otherwise it remains hidden.

Many spiritual people in the Church throughout the ages have walked with Christ and been enlightened by the Holy Spirit to un-
derstand the deep truth of scripture. For those of us who have not achieved such purity of heart, we rely heavily on the inspired
writings of Christians. Similarly though, those who are pure of heart are humble enough to turn to the holy fathers first in under-
standing scripture rather than placing primary trust in their private interpretations.

THE COSMI C SHADOW

In understanding the Old Testament, | have realized it must be seen through the lens of the New Testament, which is understood
through Christ, the Holy Spirit, and the Church; otherwise we will be no different than the scribes and Pharisees who judged
Christ by their flawed understanding of the very scriptures that proclaim Him.

I think of it this way: imagine Christ standing on a line that represents time, in a place roughly 2,000 years ago. A light is shining
upon him that represents the fullness of time, his shadow stretches into the BC era. This shadow is Judaism, the law, and the
prophets. They were of God, but they were shadows of what was to come and not its fullness. One does not attempt to know a
person intimately by studying their shadow, rather they look to the person casting the shadow, which reveals fullness and details.

In the same manner, we Christians should look to Christ and His Body. The New Testament interprets the Old Testament, not the

other way around. We see that the apostles didn’t understand the scriptures. ¢ KS& gSNB | yOASYy (i | SoNBga
FYR LRtAaOFt &GNHz2OGdzZNBE (KFG Y2RSNY RI& / KNRA&aoal ya (lyNgS \r NE A
A0FYR / KNRAGQA RI8Hadit&opdn thék miNS andinhiadS Qe #hahriing of their own scriptures (Luke 24)
because He Himself is the very interpretation of all scripture and of all truth.

Taking this approach, and with the guidance of the holy fathers, the Old Testament has taken on a new life for me. | now see it
under a completely different light and it is no longer a collection of Jewish history, songs, prophecies, and rules.

HOW I T LOOKS TODAY

Nowadays, when | desire deeper understanding of biblical passages, | find it is most effective to pray first and then study the

writings of the fathers. There are some passages | have not seen commentary on; for those things | simply allow them to be a

mystery. The entire book of Revelations was considered a mystery to the early Church shortly after it was written. Many Church

fathers did not reject it (see St Dionysius’ commentary below), but they did not make vain attempts to fabricate interpretations

of it like so many today. /| 2yaydzSR 2y LI 3AS o
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Often times though, through prayer and continual reading of the Church fathers, | find that the Holy Spirit grants me an under-
standing of a passage that is adequate for where | am on my spiritual journey toward the Kingdom with Christ. Additionally, my
faith is in Christ and my life is in His ancient and eternal Body, the Church. So, | am relieved of the need to desperately decipher
answers from a book for Christ Himself is my eternal Answer, which He is making known to me through the Holy Spirit in the
Church.

Kolo Korner

Dear sisters in Christ !

You haven’t heard from me in a couple of months, there wasn’t much to report. The month of June was a different story.
Our major event was our church Slava Duhovi, which we celebrated with his Grace Bishop Longin as our honored guest as
well as our Kumovi, Zoran and Jadranka Kurtuma. Our Slava was a great success thanks to many volunteers who came to-
gether and worked very hard under the direction of Milka Marincic and her kitchen crew Predrag Vukadinovic, Djoko Korac
and few others who helped in the kitchen in any way possible. We were all able to enjoy a delicious meal while being enter-
tained with beautiful music by Becari tambuirtza orchestra. We had a very good turn out and we hope to keep celebrating
every year in even greater numbers!

Thank you all for helping setup, decorating the hall, serving food, cleaning up and all the ladies who brought delicious des-
serts for all to enjoy, thank you !

On a personal note, | would like to thank Protinica Stana and Teta Andja for helping me in serving a small luncheon the day
after our Slava. This was for a group of priests and their families invited by Fr Ljubomir to serve Divine Liturgy that day.

Last Saturday we started our preparations for Serbfest by making sarma as well as cheese and spinach pita. Thanks to all the
volunteers, a lot has been accomplished in one day . | regret to say | was not part of it since | was out of town ( some may
say | timed my trip perfectly ) .

We are planning to make our famous apple strudel sometime in the middle of July and all will be notified well in advance. |
hope most of you will be able to help. We could use a your help, it is labor intensive . Those of you who are interested in
learning this dying art don’t miss out on this great opportunity for you will be learning from the best, who through a lot of
hard work have perfected it. | am sure nothing would make them more proud than for us to continue with their work and
pass it on to our future generations, so their hard work would not be forgotten. We are lucky they are willing to share their
recipes with us.

On the sad note, we have lost one of our Kolo members very recently Milica Lekich and we thank her for everything she has
done for Kolo over the many years and may her memory be eternal. Our deepest sympathy goes out to her entire family,

Kumovi and friends .

Our deepest sympathy goes out to our sister Tatjana Mandrapa and her family on the passing of her mother. Memory eter-
nal!

Enjoy your summer be safe and get some rest for you will all be needed for our Serbfest celebration. It is just around the
corner. We would like to wish Fr Ljubomir and his family a very nice and safe trip to Europe. As he leaves on his vacation
we hope he will not be too busy and thinks of us for he will be missed !!l n closing as always pray and reach out to our sick
sisters and their families. Looking forward to seeing you in church this Sunday.

Ljubica Acamovic

Kolo president
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Parish Announcements

SerbFest Vol unteers Needed! Pl ease

would | i ke give of your time and t al

We need al l | adies to bake cookies t

vorites of many who attend and help
We also need volunteers to help make strudel
No experience required! This is your chance.:

Congratulations on the baptismof Al e k s an gsanofAviddi ¢ a and Su
May the Holy Spirit be with Aleksander always and guide him in his faith! ]

Congratul atAi ens st B8uth@ar Mi€ecei vi ng an award fr¢
Shakespeare Saint Louis for her outstanding

St. Louis PoPndeDDeptict, Sublette & Arsenal
providing them |l unch, chips & sweets.

Congratul ations to ourGaomrean Kamd vMi loen D uMiotvri o\ i

Thank Wouohbbas Wafder Faomatying i ncense for chi

cokeeeHie 11 el 01 N

2 z Memory Eternal!
A@. ”’b
il Give rest, O Lord, to the souls of Thy servants who have fallen

asleep!
+Miodrag Veljkovic

+Danica Mandrapa
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RELICS OF ST.
MARDARIJE OF
LIBERTYVILLE
OPENED AND
INCORRUPT

With the blessing of His Grace, Bishop Longin of New Gracanica and Midwestern America, the relics of St.
Mardarije, which have laid in the Church of St. Sava Monastery in Libertyville, lllinois, since his internment
in December 1935, were uncovered. The opening revealed St. Mardarije’s holy relics to be incorrupt.

On Thursday, May 4, 2017, His Grace Bishop Longin served Divine Liturgy at St. Sava Monastery with
Sindjel Serafim (Milojkovic), Priest Nikolaj Kostur and Hierodeacon Nektarije (Tesanovic), in preparation
for uncovering the relics. Following the Divine Liturgy, Bishop Longin and the other clergy served a Mole-
ban with the Akathist written to St. Mardarije. Upon completion, the crew organized to remove the tomb-
stone and flooring in order to exhume the relics arrived, under the guidance of Mr. Dusan Djordjevic of
Sveta Gora Funeral Home in Chicago. After removal of the stone, it was revealed that the casket of St.
Mardarije was in a cement vault. This caused the opening to be delayed one additional day in order to
organize a team to open the vault.

On Friday morning, May 5, 2017, the workers broke the seal of the vault, while Priest Nikolaj Kostur and
Heirodeacon Nektarije (Tesanovic) served a Moleban to St. Mardarije at the tomb in the presence of Bish-
op Longin and Hieromonk Serafim (Milojkovic). Throughout the entire process of exhumation, “Christ is
Risen” and other Paschal hymns were sung, both in Serbian and Russian tones, knowing St. Mardarije’s
deep love and dedication to both Slavic traditions.

Once the seal of the vault was broken, every effort was taken to lift the cover. During this process, the
cover of the vault shifted and fell on the casket, breaking its cover. At this moment, a sweet smelling fra-
grance arose from the tomb, quickly dissipating. However, it became evident that the Saint was buried
facing the west instead of east. This in and of itself is miraculous. It manifested the Providence of God.
Had St. Mardarije been buried in the proper direction, the vault cover would have fallen on the side of the
casket where his holy head rested. It was visible that his feet had decayed and were bones.

Frs. Serafim and Nikolaj lifted the relics out of the tomb during the singing of “Christ is Risen.” The relics
were light in weight and easily placed in a temporary metal coffin. Hereupon the feet were examined,
which at this point were the only visible part of the remains. The bones of the feet were goldish-yellow in
color. Then, Fr. Nikolaj Kostur proceeded to examine the mid-section of the body. St. Mardarije’s Holy

| 2yaydzSR 2V
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hands were holding the cross which was firmly in place and immovable. As Fr. Nikolaj pulled back the sleeve
of the saccos, it was revealed that the hands of St. Mardarije were completely intact. Clearly visible were his
skin, fingernails and hair. At this point, it was evident that the relics were more than just bones. The holy
relics of St. Mardarije were lifted out of the metal coffin and placed on two tables which were prepared for
the examination and washing of the holy relics. All of the vestments and clothing were carefully removed,
cutting that which could not easily be taken off in order to not disturb the holy relics. Most reverent and dili-
gent care and utmost attention were given to the work that was being done; the clergy continuously sang
the troparion to St. Mardarije and other Paschal hymns.

After all the vestments were removed, it was revealed that the holy relics, from the knee upward, were in-
tact, although very fragile. The Saint’s anatomy was intact with his skin and hair visible. When the mitre was
removed, his long, dark hair flowed out, confirming his continued monastic struggle until the end of his
days. The hair on his head and beard looked as though he had just reposed; it was very soft. The eyebrows
and eyelashes of his closed eyes were visible. Also, his ears were still intact. The body was easily lifted and
moved. There was a great deal of dust which had accumulated in the grave from the nearly eighty-two years
since the burial. Upon the removal of the dust from the entire body, the holy relics were washed with warm
water and white wine. Hereupon spikenard oil was was used to anoint the body, according to the instruc-
tions received from the Holy Monastery of Hilandar. After the anoninting, the color of the skin changed
from tan to a dark brown.

After the washing and anointing, the legs, hands and torso were all wrapped in cotton and linen, making the
holy relics more easily movable. Following this process, the holy relics were temporarily vested in a stiharion
until his vesting takes place before his Glorification in July 2017. His face was covered with linen, and he was
returned to the temporary metal coffin and covered.

Truly, God is wondrous in His Saints, showing us all His Divine power and that nature is subject to God’s
grace. All of those that partook in this experience, from the clergy to the workers, were moved with the joy
and spiritual peace that filled the church during the uncovering of the holy relics. St. Mardarije lives on, not
only in his legacy, but now through his incorrupt relics which will be a renewed rudder for the Serbian Or-
thodox Church in North and South America, guiding us to move into the future, being directed by the past.
May we follow St. Mardarije on the path of St. Sava, which lead him to sanctity.

Our Holy Hierarch, Father Mardarije, pray unto God for us! Christ is risen!
Priest Nikolaj Kostur
Chairman of the Liturgical Sub-Committee for the Glorification of St. Mardarije

July 14 - 16 will be a celebration of newly glorified St. Mardarije Uskokovic, the first Serbian
bishop on this continent. The highlight of this event will be official glorification of St. Mardarije

on August, July 16th. It is scheduled that His Holiness Irinej, Patriarch of Serbia will participate

in this event with many bishops from Serbia, Russia along with all Orthodox bishops in USA.

If you would like to go you can please make hotel room reservations at following hotels 0 Use
this Group Name at either hotel: Saint Mardarijeds Day
Comfort Suites Holiday Inn Gurnee Convention Center

1775 E Belvidere Road 6161 West Grand Avenue

Grayslake, IL 60030 Gurnee, IL 60031

(847) 223 -5050 Phone 847 -336 -6300
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2017 Calendar/
July/

Sat ur dja®sB0p.m. There will be no Vespers
1
Sunday|10: 00 a. m. Divine Liturgy
2 .. t > t x h -
Thur sdpy
5 4.30 p.m. There will be no Vespers
10:00 a.m. There will be no Divine Liturgy - Birth of St. John the Baptist
Friday _
. Tt oGt Qi b o xt o
7
Saturdpy
4.30 p.m. There will be no Vespers
8
Sunday[10: O0ODavmne Liturgy
9 .. t ™ ,,*txh'*_”'
Tuesday
5:00 p.m. There will be no Vespers
11
Wednesddy: 0O Thare will.be no Divine Liturgy - Saint Apostles Peter and Paul
12 [ ’:'*t* L. -t thp tTxhe
Saturdpy
4.30 p.m. There will be no Vespers
15
Sunday[10: O0ODavmne Liturgy
16 L ., txh T~
Sat ur dp430p.m. There will be no Vespers
22
Sunday[10: O0Davmne Liturgy
23 e~<t~ ,,*txh *_"’
Sat ur dpa30p.m. There will be no Vespers
29 PP
Sunday[10: O0ODavmne Liturgy
30 A a txh




